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NEW DELHI: Amazon docu-
ments have revealed the
companys strategy to dodge
Indias regulators, a global
newswire reported on
Wednesday.

The report said that two
more sellers on the e-com-
merce giant's India platform
- merchants in which
Amazon had indirect equity
stakes - accounted for around
35 per cent of the platform's
sales revenue in early 2019.
It means some 35 of
Amazon's more than 400,000
sellers in India at the time
accounted for around two-
third of its online sales, it
said.

"Amazon favored big sell-
ers on its India platform - and
used them to maneuver
around rules meant to pro-
tect the country's small
retailers from getting
crushed by e-commerce
giants, internal documents
show. As one presentation
urged: 'Test the Boundaries
of what is allowed by law',"

the report said.
Senior Amazon.com Inc

executive Jay Carney was
preparing for an important
meeting with India's
Ambassador to the US. The
former press secretary to ex-
US President Barack Obama
was in a note told to highlight
the fact that Amazon had
committed more than $5.5
billion in investments in India
and how it provided an online
platform for 400,000-plus
Indian sellers.

"But he was cautioned not
to divulge that some 33
Amazon sellers accounted for

about a third of the value of
all goods sold on the compa-
ny's website. That informa-
tion, the note advised, was
'sensitive/not for disclosure',"
the gobal newswire reported.

"All these information
were indeed politically sensi-
tive. If they got out, they
could give fresh ammunition
to small Indian retailers who
allege that Amazon harms
their businesses by flouting
federal regulations and by
favoring a few big sellers. It
could have annoyed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
whose political base includes

millions of small retailers.
And it would have undercut
Amazon's public messaging
that it is the friend of small
businesses in India. As the
company says in one market-
ing slogan in India, it is
'transforming lives, one click
at a time'," the report said.

What Carney wound up
telling the ambassador is
unclear. A meeting did take
place in April 2019, but nei-
ther side would comment on
the specifics of the gathering,
the report said.

"News of their contents
could deepen the risks facing
the company as it encounters
are intensifying government
scrutiny in one of its fastest-
growing markets. The docu-
ments lay bare that for years,
Amazon has been giving pref-
erential treatment to a small
group of sellers on its India
platform, publicly misrepre-
sented its ties with the sellers
and used them to circumvent
increasingly tough regulatory
restrictions here," it added.

Amazon favoured big sellers
on its India platform: Report

Putin looking forward to
visiting India: Shringla
NEW DELHI: The dates for
Russian President Vladimir
Putin's visit to India this year,
at the invitation of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, are
being finalised as the two
countries look to strengthen
their strategic partnership.

Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla, who is on
an official two-day visit to
Moscow, revealed this on
Wednesday.

The move assumes signifi-
cance in view of the recent
developments in India's rela-
tions with the US and China.
The government has taken
strong objection to the US
social media platforms
enabling mobilisation of vio-
lent protesters against India's
farm reforms and other inter-
nal decisions. At the same
time, India's military has dis-
engaged with China along the
Line of Actual Control in
Ladakh, after a 10-month-
long stand-off.

"Clearly there is a lot that
is happening in the relation-
ship. It is a very very impor-
tant relationship for both

countries. I think we will see
some developments in the
next few months that would
reinforce the close and
strategic partnership that we
both enjoy," Shringla said in a
video link from Moscow,
underlining the significance
of his visit.

Shringla is holding India-
Russia foreign office consul-
tations with deputy foreign

minister Igor Morgulov. The
two sides are reviewing the
entire gamut of bilateral rela-
tions, including the forthcom-
ing high-level exchanges, the
ministry of external affairs
said in a statement.

Speaking from Moscow,
Shringla said that he had a
"very good meeting" with
Russian foreign minister
Sergey Lavrov, who empha-

sised the importance of the
strategic relationship
between India and Russia.
The foreign secretary extend-
ed an invitation to him on
behalf of the external affairs
ministry for a visit to India.
He said Lavrov is looking for-
ward to the meeting at the
earliest.

The two sides also spoke
about the annual summit.
Lavrov told Shringla that
President Putin is looking for-
ward to his visit at the invita-
tion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. "The visit
will take place on a date to be
decided between the two
sides," Shringla said in
Moscow.

During the meeting,
Shringla and Lavrov also
finalised a wide range of
exchanges between other
officials of the two countries.
"The Indian Army and Navy
chiefs are also likely to visit
Russia," Shringla said,
adding that there are several
events on the cards to
strengthen India-Russia rela-
tionship.

The Indian foreign secre-
tary and Russian foreign min-
ister also discussed the part-
nership between the two
countries at the United
Nations and UN Security
Council. The two sides dis-
cussed Afghanistan apart
from the coronavirus pan-
demic and the joint efforts at
Covid-19 vaccine distribu-
tion.

Shringla is also delivering
a speech on 'India-Russia
relations' at the prestigious
Diplomatic Academy of the
Russian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

"Despite the Covid-19
pandemic situation, India
and Russia have sustained
the momentum of the Special
and Privileged Strategic
Partnership between the two
countries. This year's first
visit abroad by the Foreign
Secretary to Moscow signifies
the importance India attach-
es to its close and friendly
relations with the Russian
Federation," the ministry of
external affairs said in a
statement.

Plan to have more Covid-19 vacci-
nation sites: Health Ministry

NEW DELHI: The Union
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare on Wednesday said
that there is a plan to
increase the number of
Covid-19 vaccination sites
manifold. "There are plans to
scale up the delivery of vac-
cines. There is a plan to
increase the number of
Covid-19 vaccination sites
manifold," ministry officials
said. Currently 10,000-
11,000 immunisation ses-
sions are being conducted. It
is planned to scale this four to
five times of that when the
next phase is started, they
said. "Presently about 2,000

private hospitals are already
engaged in the vaccination
effort and as we go ahead, a
much larger number of pri-
vate hospitals will be
engaged in Covid 19 vaccina-
tion." As per normal priority
adopted across the world,

first preference has been
accorded to health workers
and frontline workers.

Next in line will be the 50
plus population and those
with co-morbid conditions for
whom efforts are on to start
the vaccination process in

I was threatened for not giving funds
for Ram temple: Kumaraswamy
BENGALURU: Former
Karnataka Chief Minister, H.
D. Kumaraswamy on
Wednesday alleged that he
was threatened by 'three per-
sons including a woman'
when they had come to col-
lect funds from him for the
proposed Ram Mandir temple
in Ayodhya.

Kumaraswamy told
reporters that he had been
threatened by three people
including a woman, whom he
did not know at all. "If I being
former CM can be threat-
ened, one can easily imagine
how the fund-raising drive in
the state must be going on,"
he said. Answering a ques-
tion, he said without elabo-
rating much that he saw
them for the first time in his
life. He quickly added that he
was not against construction
of Ram Temple in Ayodhya
but he was against the dona-
tion being collected by pri-
vate entities. "Who has given
them permission? They are
threatening people. Even I
am a victim. Three people
came to my house including a
woman and they threatened
me by asking why I wasn't
giving money for the temple,"
alleged Kumaraswamy.

Earlier in the day, he took
to Twitter and lashed out at
his detractors including a
seer who had objected to his
allegations. In a series of
tweets in Kannada, he said
that he does not need any
certificate from his detractors
by terming them as rats and
fake Hindus. "Our family
believes in worshipping God
including Lord Rama, but has
never indulged in dividing
people on communal lines.
But some fake Hindus and
rats are doing it," he said. He
added that he has no qualms
in accepting that he became

chief minister twice, and his
father (HD Deve Gowda)
became CM and Prime
Minister only with the bless-
ing of gods as well as the peo-
ple. "Therefore, I do not want
anyone to question or doubt
our commitment to Hindu
gods, temples and rituals," he
said in a 10-part series of
tweets. He added that one of
the seers has commented on
my commitment. "I wish to
tell such seers to follow their
path to unify people instead
of indulging in communal
politics." The former CM
added that he is for the con-
struction of any temple or
structure that unites the
country instead of dividing it.
"I am for Ram Mandir, pro-

vided it unites people," he
said. He contended that he
will oppose fleecing the com-
mon man in the name of con-
struction of temples in
Ayodhya or elsewhere. "It is
the job of Vishva Hindu
Parishad to clarify about
fundraising. They must come
out clean. Their past history
of collecting funds from the
public in 1989 itself and not
giving details about it till date
is there in front of us to
examine. They must come
out in the open about it," he
demanded. Two days ago on
Monday, Kumarswamy had
kicked off a row by accusing
the RSS of marking houses of
those who did not give dona-
tions for Ram Temple in

Ayodhya and alleged it was
similar to what the Nazis did
in Germany. Reacting to his
charges, the VHP in
Karnataka had stated in a
statement on Tuesday that it
happens to be a highly irre-
sponsible tweet coming in
from the former Chief
Minister. "VHP takes serious
note of baseless allegations
made by an individual who
held the highest office of the
state. VHP also condemns
Kumaraswamy's statement
for making unwarranted
remarks on the patriotic
organisation RSS. VHP also
expresses concern over
degradation in public dis-
course coming from a former
CM," added the statement.

Answering a
question, he said
without elaborat-
ing much that he
saw them for the
first time in his
life. He quickly
added that he

was not against
construction of
Ram Temple in
Ayodhya but he
was against the
donation being

collected by pri-
vate entities.

BJP to reach out
to farmers, Balyan
accuses Oppn of
politicising issue
NEW DELHI : The Bharatiya Janata Party will start a massive
outreach programme in western Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Punjab to clear the doubts of farmers over the
three new farm laws with Union minister Sanjeev Balyan
accusing the opposition parties of politicising the issue.

The party asked its elected representatives and workers to
reach out to all sections of society including "Khap
Panchayats" to explain the benefits of the new farm laws and
that the ongoing farmers agitation is politically motivated.

The decision was taken at a meeting called by BJP chief J
P Nadda and attended by Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Tuesday evening with party leaders from western Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Haryana to discuss the party's future
strategy amid the ongoing farmer's agitation against the new
farm laws. Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
and Minister of State for Agriculture Sanjeev Balyan, who is
also the MP from Muzaffarnagar, were also presentg.

On Wednesday, another meeting was held at the official
residence of Balyan in the national capital in which elected
representatives and party leaders from western Uttar Pradesh
were present. After the meeting, Balyan said that the govern-
ment and party will reach out to the farmers and leaders of
"Khap Panchayats" to dispel the misconception about the new
farm laws. "Today party leaders from western Uttar Pradesh
discussed the situation after introduction of new farm laws
and decided that we have to reach out to farmers. We will hear
the concern of farmers and also explain the party's view on the
new farm laws," Balyan said.

It is learnt that the decision was taken after witnessing the
active participation of the Jat community in the ongoing
farmer's agitation. The minister, however, denied it and said it
is not a matter of a community. "It is a farmers issue and I
appeal to everyone not to paint it with the colour of caste," he
said adding that the party will hold talks with farmers and
"Khap Panchayats". "They are our own and we will talk to
them. In a democracy, solutions to any issue can be achieved
only through talks and we will do it. We hope talks will start
and an acceptable solution will be found," he said. Referring to
BKU leader Rakesh Tikait's announcement that he will take
the farmers movement to poll-bound West Bengal, Balyan
said, "I also go to West Bengal and did not feel any impact of
farm laws there and rest is his wish and he can go anywhere."
Balyan claimed that the
farmers protest has been
politicized after leaders from
opposition parties started
joining kisan rallies and the
farmers know it.


