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Chinese universities are
sending students home as
the ruling Communist Party
tightens anti-virus controls
and tries to prevent
more protests after
crowds angered
by its severe
“zero Covid” re-
strictions called
for President Xi
Jinping to re-
sign in the
biggest show of
public dissent in
decades.

With police out in force,
there was no word of
protests on Tuesday in Bei-
jing, Shanghai or other ma-
jor cities.

Some anti-virus restric-
tions were eased on Monday
in a possible effort to defuse
public anger following the
weekend protests in at least
eight cities. But the ruling
party affirmed its “zero
Covid” strategy, which has
confined millions of  people
to their homes in an attempt
to isolate every infection.

Tsinghua University, Mr
Xi’s alma mater, where stu-
dents protested on Sunday,
and other schools in Beijing
and the southern province of
Guangdong said they were
protecting students from
Covid. But dispersing them
to far-flung hometowns also
reduces the likelihood of
more activism following
protests at campuses last
weekend.

Some universities
arranged buses to take stu-
dents to train stations. They
said classes and final exams
would be conducted online.

“We will arrange for will-
ing students to return to
their hometowns,” Beijing
Forestry University said on
its website. It said its faculty
and students all tested nega-
tive for the virus. Campuses
were hotbeds of  activism
during the last push for dem-
ocratic reforms in the 1980s,
culminating in the 1989 stu-
dent-led movement centred
on Beijing’s Tiananmen

Square that was crushed by
the army.

By sending students
home, authorities hope to
“defuse the situation,” said
Dali Yang, an expert on Chi-

nese politics at the Uni-
versity of  Chicago.

“For students, it
has been lock-
down on campus-
es for months on
end. For others, of
course, job
prospects have

been destroyed,
business and all that

adding to the frustrations.
There has been quite a bit of
anxiety,” Yang said.
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Kathmandu: About half a dozen leaders of the Nepali Congress, which has emerged as the single largest party in Nepal's parliamentary polls, have expressed
their desire to become the country's next prime minister. Even as leaders of the ruling 5-party alliance intensified efforts to form a new government, it will
take a few more days before the final results of the House of Representatives and 7 provincial assembly elections held on Nov 20 are announced.
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