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25,404 is the total Covid-19 infection tally for Gautam 

Buddh Nagar district in Uttar Pradesh with two 
new cases being reported on Tuesday
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RS passes Bill to protect city’s unauthorised colonies
Upper House of Parliament clears legislation to replace ordinance providing protection to such developments from punitive action

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

THE Rajya Sabha on Tuesday 
passed the National Capital 
Territory of  Delhi Laws (Spe-
cial  Provisions)  Second 
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 to reg-
ularise unauthorised colonies 
in Delhi. The bill replaces the 
National Capital Territory of  
Delhi Laws (Special Provi-

sions) Second (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2020 which was 
promulgated by President Ram 
Nath Kovind on December 30, 
2020 to extend the validity of  
the act of  2011 for a period of  
three years from January 1, 
2021 to December 31, 2023. 

“1.35 crore people of  Delhi, 
those living in unauthorised 
colonies, will get their owner-
ship right,” Minister of  State 

(Independent Charge) of  Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs Hardeep 
Singh Puri said in Rajya Sab-
ha. The bill provides protection 
to certain forms of  unauthor-
ised developments in Delhi 
from punitive action where ad-
equate measures are yet to be 

taken. The minister said that 
tenders have been floated for 
the Jahan Jhuggi Wahan 
Makaan scheme. 

“Delhi will not only benefit 
from the improvement in liv-
ing conditions of  1.35 crore 
people but the Central Vista 

project will also make Delhi 
one of  the finest cities in the 
world,” Puri said. The minister 
said that the number of  1.35 
crore is expected in the next 
census later this year.   

Aam Aadmi Party MP San-
jay Singh said that 40 lakh peo-
ple live in slums. He said that 
the government had promised 
last year that people in unau-
thorised colonies will be given 

ownership rights and demand-
ed that it should be executed 
now. Taking part in the debate, 
Congress leader K T S Tulsi 
said over 30 per cent of  Delhi 
population lives in slums or 
unauthorised colonies and 
asked the government if  it 
would make an effort to find a 
solution to this problem and 
provide a life of  dignity.

 With PTI inputs

NEW DELHI: Four serological 
samples of  bird droppings col-
lected from Delhi zoo have been 
found positive for the Avian in-
fluenza virus. 

The National Zoological Park 
in the capital said the samples 
found positive for the virus 
were collected from four differ-
ent points at the zoo and sent to 
the National Institute of  High 
Security Animal Diseases 
(NIHSAB), Bhopal, by the Ani-
mal Husbandry Department of  
Delhi on February 3.

In an official statement, the 
National Zoological Park  said 
all safety measures are being 
taken and the zoo shall contin-
ue to remain closed.

“All safety measures and pro-
tocols of  Central Zoo Authority 
(CZA), Ministry of  Environ-
ment and AHD, Delhi govern-
ment, related to avian influenza 
are strictly being adhered to 
and constant monitoring is be-
ing done by the field staff  and a 
team of  veterinarians in the 
zoo,” it said.

“Birds in captivity and free 
ranging birds are behaving 
normal as per reports and all 
possible prophylactic measures 
and drills related to disinfec-
tion are regularly being taken,” 
the Delhi zoo said.   PTI

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

OVER 12,700 beneficiaries re-
ceived the Covid-19 vaccine 
shots in Delhi on Tuesday in 
the fourth week of  the inocula-
tion drive, the highest single-
day turnout by numbers till 
date, officials said. The turn-
out was over 70 per cent, a 
marked improvement from the 
figures a day before -- 9,740 (54 
per cent turnout).

Besides healthcare workers, 
frontline workers-- including 
police, civil and defence staff, 
and DJB and electricity depart-
ment employees, among oth-
ers-- are also getting jabs since 
the last couple of  days. 

According to officials, more 
number of  frontline workers 
are coming ahead to receive 
the vaccine compared to 
healthcare workers. Also, the 
number of  scheduled days, 
from initially being four days 
—Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday—has now been 
extended to six days a week, 

M o n d a y - S a t u r d a y .
After a sluggish start, since the 
exercise was kicked off  on Jan-
uary 16, the inoculation drive 
picked up pace in the past few 
days.

The targeted number for vac-
cination on February 9 was 
15,100, officials said.

“Today, 12,717 people were 
administered the coronavirus 
vaccine, and AEFI (adverse 
events following immunisa-
tion) was reported in seven 

persons. This is the highest 
number (of  people vaccinated) 
achieved in a day so far,” a sen-
ior official of  the Delhi Health 
Department said.

The number of  people vacci-
nated against COVID-19 till 
date in Delhi, majority of  them 
being healthcare workers, had 
crossed the one lakh-mark a 
few days ago. 

As per officials, district mag-
istrates (DMs) of  several dis-
tricts have come forward to 

vaccinate themselves and set 
an example. The DMs of  South 
West, North, West, North West, 
North East districts and others 
have got the vaccines.

The number of  people vacci-
nated till date in Delhi, major-
ity of  them being healthcare 
workers, had crossed the one 
lakh-mark a few days ago. No 
fresh Covid-19 death was re-
corded in the national capital 
on Tuesday while 100 fresh cas-
es were registered.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

THE Aam Aadmi Party on 
Tuesday has opposed the move 
of  the South Municipal Corpo-
ration of  Delhi to charge `5 for 
use of  public toilets saying it is 
going to hurt a lot of  poor peo-
ple and should be withdrawn.

Leader of  Opposition in 
South Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration, Prem Chauhan said that 
BJP’s decision to charge a fee 
for using the MCD toilets will 
also fail the ‘Swachh Bharat’ 
mission across the capital.

AAP members also held a 
protest at Mohan Singh Market 
area in RK Puram area of  Delhi 
along with slum dwellers in the 
vicinity, against the BJP ruled 
civic body’s 
decision. 

“The Aam 
Aadmi Party 
completely op-
poses this anti-
poor decision 
of  the Bharati-
ya Janata Party. Firstly, the 
conditions of  MCD toilets are 
miserable and secondly, now 
the BJP is charging extra mon-
ey for it. How will the BJP run 
the ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ 
with such a decision? Now, 
these people will be forced to 
stop using public toilets,” said 
Chauhan.

Party’s MCD in-charge Du-
rgesh Pathak also said that the 
BJP ruled MCD has decided to 
impose Rs five per use for the 
toilets under their jurisdiction, 
this decision will devastate the 
lives of  slum dwellers. 

“Under the influence of  the 
anti-poor mindset, the BJP 
ruled MCD has come up with a 
proposal that now any citizen 
will use the toilets under the ju-
risdiction of  the BJP ruled 
MCD will have to pay Rs 5 per 
use” said Pathak.

Delhi will not only benefit from the improvement in living conditions 
of 1.35 crore people but the Central Vista project will also make Delhi 
one of the finest cities in the world —Hardeep Singh Puri, Union Minister

Capital sees best vaccination turnout

TUSSLE

AAP slams 
SDMC for 
toilet charge 

Gambhir opens Delhi’s second 
Jan Rasoi in New Ashok Nagar

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @New Delhi

BJP MP and cricketer-turned-
polictician Gautam Gambhir 
on Tuesday opened a second 
‘Jan Rasoi’, a private canteen 
to feed the poor and needy in 
the city, in New Ashok Nagar 
area of  his parliamentary 
constituency. 

The food at the canteen is 
available at subsidised rate 
with a basic meal at the cost of  
`1. BJP national vice-presi-
dent and Delhi in-charge Bai-
jayant Panda inaugurated the 
canteen in presence of  Delhi 
BJP chief  Adesh Gupta. 

The first ‘Jan Rasoi’ was 
opened in Gandhi Nagar in 
December last year, where 
around 1,000 people are served 

food every day.  
Gambhir said that the ‘Jan 

Rasoi’ is not just a kitchen but 
a movement. “A movement to 
feed those in need, a move-
ment to end hunger... Food is 
the most basic necessity and 
even in the national capital 
people are unable to get two 
square meals a day,” he said.

Attacking Arvind Kejriwal, 
he said that the CM had prom-
ised hundreds of  subsidised 
canteens for the poor but it 
was only for advertisements. 
“Nothing is there on the 
ground. I have not entered pol-
itics to compete in drama and 
dharnas but to bring real 
change and that is what I am 
doing,” the MP from East 
Delhi said.

This is a 
historic 
occasion as 
such a thing 
is being in 
Delhi for the 
first time. We 
have seen 
other state 
governments 
opening 
subsidised 
canteens but 
nothing of 
that sort has 
happened in 
Delhi. I 
congratulate 
our MP for 
doing such an 
impeccable 
job

Baijayant Panda, 
BJP national 
vice-president

S A N A  S H A K I L  @New Delhi 

THE Delhi police used “appro-
priate force” and took “propor-
tionate action” in the Delhi ri-
ots cases, the government said 
on Tuesday. The union minis-
try of  home affairs was asked 
if  it had taken cognisance of  
videographic footage that al-
legedly showed police using 
excessive force in some cases 
while, in some other instances, 
failing to do its duty by silently 
observing the violence instead 
of  intervening to stop rioting 
mobs. 

“During the Northeast Delhi 
riots, Delhi Police acted swiftly 
in an impartial and fair man-
ner. Proportionate and appro-
priate actions were taken by 
Delhi Police to control the situ-
ation,” Union Minister of  State 
for Home Affairs G Kishan 
Reddy told the Lok Sabha. He 
was answering questions posed 

by Congress MP Mohammad 
Jawed who also asked whether 
the government intends to in-
vestigate the actions of  the po-
lice during the riots that took 
place in February last year. 

The minister, in his reply, 
lauded the police for control-
ling riots. “Sincere, dedi-
cated and incessant ef-
forts made by Delhi 
Police brought the ri-
otous situation to nor-
malcy within a short 
span of  time and also 
prevented the riots from 
spreading across to other are-
as,” he said.

Reddy added that the police 
used appropriate force to con-
trol and disperse the crowd. 
“Necessary legal and preven-
tive actions were taken by Del-

hi Police on all complaints/
calls received, as per law and 
procedure,” Reddy said, in a 
written reply. 

Delhi Police’s role during 
the riots has been criticised by 
many, including the Delhi Mi-
norities Commission, which 

went on to allege that po-
lice even participated in 
the violence in some 
areas and that there 
was deliberate inac-
tion on the part of  the 

cops. In a fact-finding re-
port released in July last 

year, the minorities panel sug-
gested that the “failure to pre-
vent communal violence was 
not due to individual or spo-
radic breaches, but was a pat-
tern of  deliberate inaction 
over several days.”

Delhi Police acted impartially, swiftly 
during riots, Centre tells Lok Sabha

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Need for 30-day notice 
in Special Marriage Act 
fair: Centre to HC
New Delhi: The Centre has told 
the Delhi High Court that the 
procedure and conditions, 
including the 30-day notice for 
solemnisation of a marriage 
under the Special Marriage Act 
(SMA), are “fair and reasonable” 
and in consonance with the 
intention behind the statute. 
The submission has been made 
by the Ministry of Law and 
Justice before a bench of Chief 
Justice D N Patel and Justice 
Jyoti Singh in response to an 
inter-faith couple’s plea 
challenging the provision under 
the SMA of issuing a public 
notice to invite objections to 
marriages under the Act.

Bird flu found 
in droppings 
taken from zoo

Sincere, dedicated and incessant efforts made by Delhi Police 
brought the riotous situation to normalcy within a short span of 
time —G Kishan Reddy, Union Minister of State for Home Affairs

Gambhir 
with BJP 
vice-president 
Baijyant 
Panda and 
Delhi BJP 
chief Adesh 
Gupta at 
the new Jan
Rasoi |  EXPRESS

Delhi Police Commissioner S N Shrivastava 
on Tuesday got vaccinated against Covid-19, 
officials said. He got the jab at the Primus 
Super Speciality Hospital in Chanakyapuri

O V E R  1 2 K  G E T  T H E  S H O T

12,700
vaccinations 
on Tuesday

7
adverse events 

reported

new Covid cases registered100

turnout of day’s 
target

70%

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
NAWAB’S ASSETS

The descendents of Nawab Mir Yousuf Ali Khan Salar Jung III have 
approached the Delhi High Court seeking direction to the government 

to consider their representations for releasing his assets in their favour

It is one of the longest surviving civil 
suits in the country. The succession 
suit was filed in 1958 in connection 
with the division of property of the 

Hyderabad princely state’s Prime 
Minister Nawab Abul Quasim Owaisi, 

Mir Yousuf Ali Khan, Salar Jung III

Nawab Mir Yousuf Ali Khan, Salar Jung 
III, was Prime Minister of Hyderabad 
Deccan during the reign of Nizam Mir 

Osman Ali Khan for two and a half 
years. He was passionate about 
collecting rare relics, artefacts, 

antiques and manuscripts, including 
the illuminated Holy Qurans. The 

Nawab’s collection is mostly displayed 
at the Salar Jung Museum

W H A T ’ S  T H E  C A S E

W H O  W A S 
S A L A R  J U N G  I I I

N A W A B ’ S  A S S E S T S

Houses in 
Ootacamund 

Woodcock Hall 
and Poona’s 

Gladhurst

Shares in 
companies like 

ACC, Tata 
Power, 

Imperial 
Bank of 

India 

About `1 
lakh in 

two 
accounts 

in the 
Imperial 

Bank of India

*Source: The 
Nawab Salar 

Jung Bahadur 
(Administration of 

Assets) Act, 1950

T I M E L I N E

1949
Salar Jung III dies leaving 

behind his widow and 
daughter as heirs to 
properties of nearly 
D10,000 crore

1950
Soon after his death, the 

central government brings 
in Act to administer and 

take control over his assets

1952
First civil suit is filed in the 
case, several other suits are 

filed by so-called 
desendents of the Nawab

1958
Andhra Pradesh HC 

withdraws all suits to itself, 
matter ends in compromise 
between parties next year 

1958
Decree challenged by many 

descendants saying the 
parties to the suit had no 
manner of right or claim

1972
Salar Jung’s daughter 

Zainab Begum, who had 
filed several cases to prove 
herself his successor, dies

2009
Zainab’s daughter 

Munnirunissa Begum, 
who continued the legal 

battle, passes away in 
January 2009

2020
Munnirunissa’s husband 
and three children issued 
succession certificate as 

class 1st legal heirs


