
WORLD 9Dutch finance minister’s skating tweet lands him on thin ice 
THE HAGUE : The Dutch finance minister was on thin ice Friday for taking to a speed skating oval with one of the
Netherlands’ greatest Olympians. Finance Minister Wopke Hoekstra faced criticism Friday for breaching the country’s tough
coronavirus lockdown after posting a photo of himself on Twitter skating alongside Sven Kramer, the winner of four Winter
Olympics gold medals in speed skating. “Sport is incredibly nice and also healthy,” Hoekstra tweeted.
It is also currently banned at indoor venues such as the Thialf oval where Hoekstra skated.
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AGENCIES
Beijing

China is considering addi-
tional measures to increase
its flagging birthrate, more
than four years after ending
its controversial one-child
policy.

For decades, China en-
forced strict controls on ad-
ditional births in the name
of  preserving scarce re-
sources for its burgeoning
economy. But its plunging
birthrate is now seen as a
major threat to economic
progress and social stability.
On Thursday, the National
Health Commission issued a
statement saying it will con-
duct research to “further
stimulate birth potential.” It
said the initiative will focus
first on northeastern China,
the country’s former indus-
trial heartland that has seen
a major population decline
as young people and families
depart for better opportuni-
ties elsewhere.

The region comprising the
three provinces of  Liaoning,
Jilin and Heilongjiang saw
its total population decline
for the seventh straight year

by 427,300 in 2019 over 2018.
Authorities said last week

that registered new births
fell 15.3 per cent last year to
just 10 million.

China abandoned its one-
child-policy in 2016 to allow
families to have an addition-
al child.

However, the move had
only a temporary effect on
the birthrate, with many
couples citing the high cost
of  raising children and oth-
er economic and social bar-
riers in deciding not to have
more children.

Experts have been calling
for further reforms because
of  economic concerns and
the problem of  an aging pop-
ulation.

China had a population of
1.34 billion in 2010 with an
annual growth rate of  0.57
per cent, down from 1.07 per
cent a decade earlier, statis-
tics bureau data show.

The latest census was con-
ducted in the second half  of
last year and the results
have not yet been released.

A UN report says India is
projected to overtake China
as the world’s most populous
country by 2027. 

AGENCIES
London

Buckingham Palace has
confirmed that Prince Har-
ry and his wife, Meghan,
will not be returning to roy-
al duties, and Harry will
give up his honorary mili-

tary titles.
When Harry and Meghan

stepped away from full-time
royal life in early 2020 it was
agreed the situation would
be reviewed after a year.

The palace said Friday
“that they will not be re-
turning as working mem-

bers of  The Royal Family”.
It said Harry’s appoint-

ment as captain general of
the Royal Marines and with
other military groups would
revert to Queen Elizabeth II.

The couple now live in Cal-
ifornia and are expecting
their second child. 

Britains Prince Harry and his fiance US actress Meghan Markle pose for a photograph in the Sunken
Garden at Kensington Palace in west London following the announcement of their engagement. -
Britains Prince Harry will relinquish his honorary military appointments and patronages after confirming
to Queen Elizabeth II that he and wife Meghan Markle will not return as working royals, Buckingham
Palace announced on Friday.

It’s final: Harry and Meghan
won’t return as working royals 

China considers
new actions to lift
flagging birthrate 

AGENCIES
London

Some of  the world’s
wealthiest countries are
promising to share coron-
avirus vaccines with the
poorest, but details of  when
and how many remain
scarce as leaders of  the
Group of Seven economic
powers hold their first
meeting of  2021 on Friday.

Prime Minister Boris
Johnson of  Britain, which
holds the G-7 presidency
this year, is meeting virtu-
ally with the leaders of
France, Germany, Italy,
Canada, Japan and the
United States to discuss in-
ternational challenges —
chief  among them the pan-
demic that has killed al-
most 2.5 million people
around the world.

Wealthy nations have
snapped up hundreds of
millions of  doses of  vac-
cines against the virus,
while some countries in the
developing world have little
or none.

Johnson, whose country
has had almost 120,000 coro-
navirus deaths, will prom-
ise to give “the majority of
any future surplus vac-
cines” to the UN-backed
COVAX effort to vaccinate
the world’s most vulnerable
people, and will encourage
other G-7 countries to do

the same, the British gov-
ernment said.

But Foreign Office Minis-
ter James Cleverly said it
was is “difficult to say with
any kind of  certainty”
when or how much Britain
could donate.

“We’re not really able to
give with certainty either a
timescale or the numbers
involved,” he told the BBC.

Anti-poverty group the
One Campaign said
Britain’s promise was not
enough. “The virus won’t
wait on us to be ready be-
fore it mutates, so we need
to get these vaccines
around the world as quick-
ly as possible,” said Romilly
Greenhill, the group’s UK
director.

French President Em-
manuel Macron gave a
firmer target, saying Eu-
rope and the US should al-
locate up to 5 per cent of
their current COVID-19
vaccine supplies to the
poorest countries “very
fast, so that people on the
ground see it happening.”
In an interview with the Fi-
nancial Times, Macron sug-
gested Russia and China
are engaged in a “war of  in-
fluence over vaccines” by
offering doses of  their own
products to some African
nations.

America’s G-7 allies are
keen to impress President
Joe Biden at his first major
multilateral engagement
since taking office.

UK vows to share vaccines, but details
thin as G-7 meets By Jill Lawless

MOSCOW: India’s strategic ties with Russia has very deep historic roots
which provide stability and trust strong enough to navigate the complexities
of the current world, Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla has said, as
he sought to allay concerns that New Delhi is under pressure from the US to
abandon military-technical cooperation with Moscow.

Red Cross concerned over rebel
offensive in central Yemen 

AGENCIES
Cairo

The International Committee
of  the Red Cross in Yemen said
Friday it was “extremely con-
cerned” by the recent escala-
tion of  violence between Iran-
backed Houthi rebels and gov-
ernment forces in in the oil-
rich Marib province.

“The ICRC urges all parties
to the conflict to take every

possible measure to protect
the civilians, their properties
and all civilian essential infra-
structures,” the humanitarian
agency tweeted.

The ICRC said it has provid-
ed medical supplies, including
surgical kits, to hospitals treat-
ing the wounded, vowing to
continue with the provision of
medical needs.

Earlier this month, Houthi
rebels renewed their attacks
on Marib, the last anti-Houthi
stronghold in central Yemen.
Advances stalled however
amid stiff  resistance and
airstrikes from the Saudi-led

coalition that opposes them.
The latest bout of  violence
killed dozens of  fighters, most-
ly Houthis, and sparked fears
of  a new humanitarian crisis.

Marib province has served
as a sort of  haven for around 1
million Yemenis who have fled
Houthi offensives since the
start of  the war in 2014, ac-
cording to UN figures.

The UN special envoy for
Yemen Martin Griffiths told
the UN Security Council
Thursday that the conflict had
taken “a sharp escalatory
turn” after the Houthis
launched the Marib offensive.

“I have condemned this many
times... and I repeat my call now:
The attack on Marib must stop,”
Griffiths said. “It puts millions
of  civilians... at risk, especially
with the fighting threatening to
reach the camps for internally
displaced persons.” Yemen’s war
started in 2014 when the Houthis
seized the capital, Sanaa, and
much of  the country’s north.
The Saudi-led, US-backed coali-
tion intervened months later to
dislodge the rebels and restore
the internationally recognised
government. The conflict has
killed some 130,000 people and
spawned the world’s worst hu-
manitarian disaster. 

8 killed in
Uganda

mudslides
AGENCIES

Kampala

Eight people were
killed and three others
injured on Thursday in
mudslides caused by
heavy downpours in
the western Ugandan
district of  Buhweju, po-
lice said on Friday.

Martial Tumusiime,
regional police
spokesman for Greater
Bushenyi, a bordering
district, told Xinhua by
telephone on Friday
that seven people were
killed on the spot while
the eighth person died
in a nearby health cen-
ter, the Xinhua news re-
ported.

The three injured
were rushed to nearby
health centers for treat-
ment.

Tumusiime said the
dead included four
members of  the same
family.

“They were taking
shelter from one house
after it started raining
heavily. Unfortunately,
the house was swept by
mudslides,” he said.

Six police officers suspended for misconduct
during Capitol Hill riots; 29 under probe 

AGENCIES
Washington 

A total of  six US police officers
have been suspended with pay
and another 29 have been put
under investigation over their
conduct during the riots on
Capitol Hill on January 6, ac-
cording to a police department
spokesperson.

“Acting Chief Yogananda
Pittman has directed that any
member of  her department
whose behaviour is not in keep-
ing with the Department’s Rules
of  Conduct will face appropri-
ate discipline,” said police
spokesperson John Stolnis, as

quoted by CNN.
Last month, CNN had report-

ed that the Capitol po-
lice were investigating
at least 10 officers,
while two were sus-
pended.

According to
Tim Ryan, a
member of  the
House of  Rep-
resentatives,
one of  the sus-
pended officers took a selfie
with a protester, while another
officer was wearing a hat with
then-President Donald Trump’s
slogan “Make America Great
Again.” On Tuesday, House

Speaker Nancy Pelosi said the
US Congress would establish a
special commission to probe

Capitol Hill attack. On Janu-
ary 6, a group of  then US

President Donald
Trump’s sup-

ports
stormed the
US Capitol
building.

The unrest
took place af-

ter Trump urged his supporters
to protest what he claims is a
stolen presidential election.
Five people — four protesters
and a police officer — were
killed in the riots. 


