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Chennai, May 5:
In these unprecedented 

times, the burden of lung 
diseases has increased 
manifold. As we get 
hit by the second wave, 
citizens are also getting 
hit by a great deal of 
misinformation around 
lung health. This World 
Asthma Day let us dispel 
myths and fears regarding 
asthma and encourage 
those affected by this 
condition to live a healthy 
life. 

Myth #1: Everyone 
with asthma experiences 
the same symptoms
Fact-Check: Asthma 

symptoms vary from 
person to person and it is 
important to watch them 
carefully for a correct 
diagnosis by the doctor.
My t h#2 :  Ch i l d r e n 

outgrow their asthma 
Fact-check: Asthma 

symptoms may improve 
with age, but it’s a 
lifelong condition. As a 
chronic condition, there is 

no cure for asthma and 
symptoms can resurface 
at any time. 
Myth #3: Asthma can’t 

be fatal
Fact-Check: Lack of 

adherence can lead to 
worsening of the situation. 
Stopping your inhalers 
without consulting doctors 
can be dangerous. 
Myth#4: Asthma is 

contagious
Fact-Check: Asthma 

c a n  b e  c a u s e d  by 
both heredi tary and 

Doctors clear asthma misconceptions
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Chennai, May 5:
vivo, the innovative 

global smartphone brand, 
has announced aid worth 
Rs 10 crores to extend 
support for COVID relief 
efforts. This also includes 
a donation of Rs 2 crores 
that vivo had announced 
recently.  
A s  p a r t  o f  t h e 

‘vivoCares’ initiative, vivo 
has undertaken several 
initiatives to help out 

those in need during 
this devastating second 
wave of COVID-19. 
vivo will donate oxygen 
concentrators worth 
Rs 6 crores that will 

be distributed to various 
government hospitals to 
support the COVID relief 
measures.  
The company has 

partnered with ISKCON 
to distribute 1,00,000 
free cooked meals at the 

doorsteps of covid stricken 

patients and families in 

Gurgaon. Furthermore, 

in association with The 

Akshaya Patra Foundation, 

the world’s largest (not-

for-profi t run) Mid-

Day Meal Programme 

provider, vivo will give 

out a ‘Happiness Kit’ 

for all 500+ students of 

a government school for 

six months in Delhi. 

Vivo pledges Rs. 10 cr for COVID relief
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Chennai, May 5:
Big Bazaar recently 

announced India’s 
Biggest “Home Delivery 
Sale” from 1st May 
to 9th May, 2021. 
Home Delivery Sale is 
intitiative reitireates Big 
Bazaars’ commitment to 
be where customers are 

and make their life and 
choices easy for them. 
“Home Delivery Sale” 
will enable customers 
to shop and save from 
home, customer will get 
free home delivery and 
that too within 2 hours. 
Customers can choose 
to shop on the Big 

Bazaar app (available 
on Android and iOS 
stores) or on the online 
store shop.bigbazaar.
com and get all their 
requirements delivered 
to their doorstep.
In this mega sale 

event, apart from 
product offers, customers 

will also get a host 

of benefits like � 300 
cashback on shopping 

of 
�
2000 and free home 

delivery within 2 hours. 

In addition, HDFC Bank 

debit/credit card holders 

can avail additional 5% 

instant discount.

Big Bazaar presents ‘Home Delivery Sale’

What Politicians Who Lost Are Doing..!
Since elections are over I decided 

to visit some of those who had stood 
for the elections and lost and � nd 
out what they were doing, “Where 
is your husband?” I asked the wife 
of an independent candidate, who 
had lost his deposit in the last ten 
elections he had stood in.

“Busy preparing his victory 
speech!” she said, a pleased look on 
her face.

“But he’s never won till now?” I 
asked surprised.

“He gives the speech to all who 
voted for him!” she said.

“When and where?” I asked.
“After every election in our 

bedroom!” she said, “He stands on 
the cot and thanks me for the single 
vote he was able to get! But this time 
he’s in for a surprise!”

“Why?” I asked.
“I didn’t vote for him!” she 

whispered with a pleased look.
� e next losing candidate I visited 

was busy going round his house 
instructing a contractor about 
something, “What are you doing?” 
I asked.

“I’m making an outer wall, around 
this wall!” he said as the contractor 

nodded.
“For security?” I asked.
“No, to store all the money people 

gave me thinking I would win. � e 
space between the two walls, will be 
used to store their cash and I will 
tell them I spent everything on the 
elections!”

I moved away as I saw an army of 
masons entering and went over to 
the bald assistant chief of one of the 
parties, “How are you spending your 
time?” I asked pleasantly.

“I am expecting a visitor!” he 
said gru"  y and the next moment 
a bullet proof car drove up and a 
dimple cheeked young man got out 
and walked over to the assistant bald 
chief and hugged him.

“I always like to hug!” said the 
dimple cheeked young man.

“But you should not wink a# er 
that!” said the other man, “Come let 
us go in and have some chai. I make 
as good tea as my leader!”

“Whoa! Whoa!” I shouted to the 
watchman, “� ose two are….”

“Yes sir! Yes sir!” whispered the 
watchman, “� ey are just making 
plans that in case the party which 
wrested seats from both of them 

starts infighting, they will come 
together and form a government!”

“But they fought each other tooth 
and nail and the voters for both were 
distinctly di$ erent!” I said shocked.

“Sir!” said the watchman, “Politics 
makes strange….”

“Yes! Yes! I know!” I said, and slunk 
back to my newsroom deciding not 
to do any more checking about what 
the others who lost were doing even 
as  I realized in politics there were 
no losers..!

bobsbanter@gmail.com
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environmental factors. It 
is not contagious.
Myth#5: Asthma is old 

age disease 
Fact-Check: Asthma can 

affect people of any age
Myth#6: It’s not safe 

for people with asthma 
to exercise
Fact-check: Asthma 

is no reason to lead 
an inactive life. Many 
doctors encourage patients 
to be active. Many sports 
personalities have asthma 
and still lead an active 
life.
Myth#7: Inhalers are 

addictive
Fact-check: Inhalers are 

NOT addictive, and they 
have been recognized 
and widely accepted as 
the mainstay of asthma 
management. 
Myth#8: No symptoms 

mean no asthma
Fact-Check: symptom-

free is NOT asthma free! 
Discontinuation of the 
medication may result 
in aggravation of the 
disease and chances are 
that symptoms may flare 
up anytime. 

"Harrington Chambers", No.30/1A, Block-C, 
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Chennai, May 5:
Hero Lectro, the EV 

arm of Hero Motors 
Company, has unveiled 
its first exclusive ‘Hero 
Lectro Experience Centre’ 
in Chennai, the first of 
a series of such game-
changing facilities to be 
rolled out across the 
country this year. The 
Centre has been designed 
to offer a first-of-its-kind 
product experience to 
consumers and showcase 
the entire range of Lectro 
E-cycles to build a 

strong footprint in India’s 
nascent but fledgling 
E-Cyclesmarket.
India’s first ‘Hero 

Lectro Experience Centre’ 
launched in Chennai is 
a unique space located 
at 350, Anna Salai, 
Nandanam that has been 
designed to take the 
excitement of E-cycles 
directly to the consumers 
and provide a unique 
experience.
The facility showcases 

the entire portfolio of Hero 
Lectro E-cycles covering 

Hero Lectro takes E-cycles to the masses, 
launches ‘Experience Centre’

Commute, Fun & Fitness 
categories while hosting 
trained expert advisors 
to assist people through 
theirexploration stage and 
create excitement towards 
this futuristic category.
T h e  I n d i a n  ma s s 

consumer is yet to catch 
up with this excitement, 
though sales of E-cycles 
has been growing as 
a niche segment. Hero 

Lectro Experience Centres 

aim to take the E-cycle 

experience closer to the 

masses and exhort more 

people to adopt this eco-

friendly mode of transport. 

“We plan to roll out 10 

such Centres across the 

country this fiscal year,” 

said Mr. Aditya Munjal, 

Director, Hero Cycles and 

CEO, Hero Lectro.
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Chennai, May 6:
Car maker MG Motor India recently began Covid-19 

vaccination drive for all its employees. The vaccination 
drive is being extended to all the direct contractual 
employees as well. The company has partnered with 
relevant authorities at its Gurugram and Halol facilities 
as well as its regional offices to conduct the free 
vaccination drive for its employees at its facilities. The 
vaccination offered by MG Motor India is voluntary 
in nature and it is encouraging all its employees to 
undergo the vaccination.
“Good start. On the ‘Vaccination day 1’ in our plant, 

we covered 400 of our team members! Well done 
Team and thanks local medical authorities!”  twitted 
Rajeev Chaba, President & MD, MG Motor India.

MG Motor begins  vaccination 
drive for employees

Chennai, May 6:
SRM Technologies announced 

that they have entered into a 
global associate partnership with 
AUTOSAR, thereby powering 
their leading automotive services 
with the consortium’s world-class 
software architecture. 
With innovation & technology 

playing an increasingly crucial role 
in every aspect of the automotive 
business, companies recognize the 

need to pursue strategic solutions 
and ensure they remain on the 
competitive vanguard. 
The SRM Tech-AUTOSAR 

partnership promises new business 
mode l s ,  enhanc ed p r oduc t 
ideation, futuristic technology 
development and organizational 
change management to support 
customers through these successful 
transformations. 
Anand Kashyap, CEO, SRM 

Technologies, said, “We are 
delighted to become an Associate 
Partner of AUTOSAR. Automotive 
is a focus industry for us, and this 
partnership will allow us to leverage 
the ecosystem and develop solutions 
that revolutionize commute. This 
partnership also sharpens our digital 
focus and positions us well to offer 
compelling solutions for OEMs and 
suppliers alike.” 

SRM Tech partners AUTOSAR

Chenn a i ,  May 6 :
K o t a k  M a h i n d r a 

Bank (KMBL) recently 
announced that it has 
been selected as a digital 
payments partner by 
the National Agriculture 
Ma r k e t  (eNAM) ,  a 
pan- Ind ia e lec t ron ic 
trading portal for farm 
produce. KMBL will 
enable and facilitate 
online transactions for 
a l l s t akeho lde r s on 
the eNAM platform, 
including farmers, traders 
and farmer producer 

organisations (FPOs).
Under this initiative, 

Ko tak wi l l  p rov ide 
payment, clearing and 
settlement services on 
the eNAM platform to 
facilitate trade between 
a buyer and seller of 
agri produce. Kotak has 
integrated its payment 
system and portal directly 
with the payment interface 
of the eNAM platform to 
enable quick and safe 
transactions for agri 
participants who have 
joined the eNAM platform.

Kotak facilitates online 
transactions on eNAM

The ‘Inner Shut Up’ Mechanism..!
Was leisurely walking behind a 

group of golfers on a golf course, 
when I heard a putter shout, “Shut 
Up!” I stopped startled, as startled 
and surprised as the others were. 
After all you don’t hear, such 
exclamations coming in the playing 
of such digni" ed a  game do you? 
Maybe gilly-danda, but certainly 
not golf, and I thought maybe it was 
a one o#  spurt of frustration and 
carried on walking, when I heard 
the shout again, and found very 
soon, the person, yelled thus, before 
each shot.

I wondered how Tiger Woods or 
others who putted with droves of 
spectators milling behind, reacted 
to any noise? A$ er all, a wrong shot 
could cost a million dollars!

I remember this uncle of mine, 
principal of a very prestigious 
college during my childhood. I 
spent most of my holidays in the 
college house, delving into his huge 
library, but what I remember about 
him, was not the collection of books 
he had, but something I had heard 
about him, “he can shut off any 
disturbance and concentrate on the 
task at hand!”

Many years later I realized he had 
the ability of the ‘inner shut-up!’

As I ponder on this unique ability, 
I remember a scene on a busy road 
in the city. I noticed that all tra%  c 
ahead of me was suddenly taking a 
sharp le$  turn and tra%  c towards 
me, a right, and knew there was 
some obstruction in the middle, that 
made the tra%  c deviate so suddenly,

Getting closer, I found a cow, 
happily lying on its haunches in the 
middle of one of the most crowded 
roads, oblivious to the honking and 
braking around it, happily going 
about its business of chewing it’s 
cud.  

& e expression on her face made 
me grin, it was a half- smile, as 
if saying, “Honk away, I am not 
disturbed!”

As I studied that cow, what I found 
from its relaxed body language was 
that it was at peace with itself. And 
when at peace with it’s own self, the 
outside world wasn’t a bit disturbing.

And that’s the same peace I found 
very often in my uncle. Even in 
the midst of great thought, before 
delivering a lecture, he would stop, 
see me reading in some corner and 

have a long discussion about book 
and author.

He and that cow had an ‘inner shut 
up’ mechanism that sprang from a 
core area of stillness!

As a writer I strive for it, and 
even as I write this piece " nd any 
disturbance bothers me, just as 
much as the golfer on the course was 
disturbed, and in my mind I look at 
that cow, who gives a long moo, and 
looks up, pointing me to the One 
who can instill and install an ‘inner 
shut up mechanism,’ within me..!

bobsbanter@gmail.com

Chennai, May 6:
Meenakshi Mission 

Hospital and Research 
Centre, Madurai, one of 
the leading superspeciality 
hospitals in Tamil Nadu, 
becomes the first in 
the state to conduct the 
implantation of a wireless 
pacemaker.
Unlike a traditional 

pacemaker which is 
placed typically in a 
patient’s chest and thus 
needs wires (known as 
leads) to supply energy 
for the heart muscles to 
beat, this new generation 
pacemaker is implanted 
directly into the heart and 
does not require leads. As 
it is leadless, there is no 
question of the risk of lead 
damage (‘lead fracture’), 
a major complication 
associated with traditional 
implants that results in 
the malfunction of the 

Meenakshi Mission Hospital
pioneers wireless pacemaker

pacemaker.
T h e  imp l a n t a t i o n 

was performed for a 
65-year-old patient, Dr. 
P. Pandian who developed 
atrioventricular block, a 
medical condition in which 

electrical signals between 
the upper and lower 
chambers of the heart are 
weakened or damaged. 
The procedure was done 
by the Dr. R. Sivakumar, 
S e n i o r  C o n s u l t a n t 

–  I n t e r v e n t i o n a l 
Card i o l o gy,  o f  t h e 
Meenaksh i  Mi s s i on 
Hospital.
Made by Medtronic and 

sold under the brand name 
of Micra, the leadless 
pacemaker belongs to 
the atrioventricular (AV) 
category - that is, it is 
implanted into the right 
ventricle of the heart. 
It is also the world’s 
smallest pacemaker, about 
93% smaller than the 
traditional pacemakers. 
Micra AV offers a 12-year 
battery longevity.
Another key benefit of 

Micra AV, approved by 
the US FDA last year, is 
that it uses a minimally 
i nva s i v e p rocedu r e , 
through a vein in the 
leg. This requires no chest 
incision, and thus there is 
no scar or bump under 
the skin in the chest.
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Chennai, May 6:
The European Patent 

Office (EPO) announces 
that the Indian-American 
chemist Sumita Mitra 
has been nominated as a 
finalist in the “Non-EPO 
countries” category of the 
European Inventor Award 
2021. Mitra was the first 
to apply nanotechnologyto 
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f 

d e n t a l  m a t e r i a l s , 
leading to the creation 
of a newcompositeto 
r e p a i r  t e e t h  wh i c h 
has many advantages 
o v e r  c o n v e n t i o n a l                           
materials.
M i t r a’ s  m a t e r i a l 

overcomes many of the 
limitations of previous 
dental composites, which 
were either too weak 

to be used on biting 
surfaces, or quickly lost 
their polish and became 
physically unattractive.In 
addition, her inventionis 
more versatile than other 
composites, meaningit can 
be used in any area of 
the mouth, and simplifies 
the filling procedure for 
dentists. 
Commerc ia l i sed as 

EPO nominates Indian chemist Sumita Mitra as finalist
Filtek Supreme Universal 
Restorative since 2002 by 
3M, the US multinational 
for whom Mitra worked 
for more than 30 years, 
the t echno logy and 
the products developed 
from it are today used 
by dentists around the                             
globe.
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Chennai, May 6:
The brand iFFALCON 

aims to expand its online 
presence across India with 
the launch of cutting-edge 

smart products, starting 
with 4K UHD K71 and 
QLED H71 priced at INR 
26,999 and INR 49,999, 
respectively. Flash sale on 

iFFALCON expands online presence
UHD K71.
 iFFALCON from the 

house of TCL has announced 
that it will sell its range of 
smart TVs, including the 4K 
UHD K71 and QLED H71 
on Amazon.in. Consumers 
will now have another 
touch-point to access 
iFFALCON’s super ior 
offerings at exciting prices. 
K71 4K UHD Android 

TV :The TV comes with 
stunning display features 
such as Dolby Vision, 4K 
upscaling, and dynamic 
color enhancement for truly 
immersive TV viewing. 
Available in 43-inch, 55-
inch and 65-inch the models 
are priced at Rs. 26,999, 
Rs. 36,999, and Rs.52,999 
respectively. 
H71 4K QLED Android 

TV  has all the features 
that K71 comes equipped 
with. Besides, it provides 
HDR 10+, quantum dot 
technology, and IPQ engine 
for enhanced viewing 
experience along with Dolby 
Atmos and DTS-HD sound 
technologies for superior 
sound out. Available in 55-
inch and 65-inch, the TVs 
are priced at Rs. 49,999 
and Rs. 83,999, respectively. 

Chennai, May 6:
UnitedHealth Group, 

through the United Health 
Foundation, is donating 
$1 million (Rs.7.4 crores) 
in response to the grow-
ing coronavirus crisis in 
India, which is experienc-
ing an unprecedented pub-
lic health emergency with 
record-breaking surges 
in COVID-19 cases and 
deaths.
 This donation extends 

the company’s global 
commitment to fighting 
COVID-19, including a 
previous donation of $1.5 
million (Rs.11 crores) to 
India.
The contribution will 

fund the procurement of 
2,500 oxygen concen-
trators to help address 
India’s nationwide short-
age of oxygen as well 
as other critical medical 
equipment essential for 
treating severe COVID-19 
infections. The grant will 
be made through the US-

United Health Foundation donates 
Rs. 7.4 cr to tackle COVID-19

India Strategic Partnership 
Forum and its affiliate 
foundation, the US-India 
Friendship Alliance. The 
oxygen concentrators will 
be delivered to NITI Aay-
og, the Government of 
India’s planning arm, to 
ensure they are deployed 
to state hospitals where 
the need is significant, ” 
said Laura Ciavola, Presi-
dent of Optum Global 
Solutions, a UnitedHealth 
Group business.
“This additional contri-

bution will provide much 

needed relief with core 
medical equipment and 
supplies to help India’s 
health care professionals 
combat the devastating 
impact of COVID-19.”


