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Raipur: Maoists attacked a
newly established police
camp in Dantewada on
Wednesday night, injuring
two women labourers and
two Chhattisgarh Armed
Force personnel.

The attack lasted 40 min-
utes during which Maoists
fired rifle grenades into the
Hiroli CAF camp, deep with-
in a jungle under the Baila-
dila hills, some 50km from
Dantewada district head-
quarters.

It follows a pattern of
Maoist hit-and-run attacks
on new security camps in a
bid to reinforce their pres-
ence. It’s the third such at-
tack in three months. On
April 18, four security per-

sonnel were injured in a
camp in Bijapur district and
on March 21, three CRPF
personnel were hurt in an
attack on a camp in Elmagu-
da.

Thursday’s grenade at-
tack is the first which re-
sulted in injuries to civil-
ians within a camp.

The Hiroli camp is so
new that construction is
still on, which is why la-
bourers were caught in the
line of  fire. Around 10.30pm
on Wednesday, grenades be-

gan exploding within the
compound. Soon, gunfire
riddled the area. The
Maoists fired over a dozen
barrel-launched grenade
shells, and half  a dozen ex-
ploded, Dantewada SP Sidd-
harth Tiwari told TOI.

The CAF and District Re-
serve Guards retaliated,
leading to a half-hour ex-
change of  gunfire after
which the Maoists retreat-
ed.

The SP named those in-
jured as labourers Dule

Hemla and Budri Tati and
CAF constables Salim Lak-
da and Kishan Suryavan-
shi, SP added. They are all
out of  danger. Dule sus-
tained a superficial gunshot
wound to her abdomen and
has been admitted to Dante-
wada district hospital while
Budri got a minor injury on
her face, say police. Salim
suffered a splinter injury to
his back and Kishan in an
ear.

Police teams are search-
ing the region for the attack-
ers. Bastar range IG P Sun-
darraj said cadres from the
Maoist West Bastar division
are suspected in the attack.
The Hiroli camp is in one of
the core Maoist zones, dom-
inated by Darbha division’s
Malangir area committee.

Fire Rifle Grenades Into Hiroli CAF Camp In 40 Min Attack

Maoists attack security camp, 2
women workers among 4 injured
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rity camps in a bid to reinforce
their presence. It’s the third such
attack in three months

Raipur: Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J), the region-
al party floated by tribal lead-
er and the state’s first chief
minister Ajit Jogi, has come
out in support of  Draupadi
Murmu in the Presidential
election and urged all legisla-
tors in the state to rise above
party politics and vote for the
first ever tribal candidate for
President.

“Chhattisgarh is a tribal
dominated state. It will be a
moment of  pride for all tribal
communities when a tribal
gets elected to the highest of-
fice for the first time,” JCC (J)
president Amit Jogi said.
Congratulating Draupadi
Murmu on her nomination as
Presidential candidate, he
said she has devoted her life
to social service, right from

the time she was a municipal
councilor, and “her journey
is an inspiration”. Jogi said
former CM Ajit Jogi had
great respect for Murmu,
who worked to empower the
poor and the downtrodden.

JCC (J) has three legisla-
tors in the 90-member Chhat-
tisgarh assembly. BSP, which
has two members, is yet to
take a call on who to support
in the Presidential election as
the party is awaiting party su-
premo Mayawati’s decision.

The ruling Congress has
71 members in the assembly

while the opposition BJP has
14. Besides, BJP has 10 mem-
bers in Lok Sabha while Con-
gress has one. Congress has
four Rajya Sabha members
and BJP has one, who are also
eligible to exercise their fran-
chise in the Presidential elec-
tion scheduled for July 18.

Murmu, who hails from
neighbouring Odisha, is the
NDA nominee for presiden-
tial poll while the joint oppo-
sition, which includes the
Congress, is fielding former
Union minister Yashwant
Sinha for the top post.

JCC backs Murmu for Prez, says
it’s a moment of pride for tribals
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Ajit Jogi has urged all legislators
in the state to rise above party
politics and vote for Draupadi
Murmu, the first ever tribal candi-
date, in the Presidential election Raipur: The monsoon ses-

sion of  the Chhattisgarh as-
sembly will begin on July
20. 

The short session, sched-
uled till July 27, will have
only six sittings, a notifica-
tion issued by the Vidhan
Sabha secretariat said. Last
year, the monsoon session
started from July 26 to 30
and had five sittings. 

However, the opposition
BJP has been demanding a
longer monsoon session.
Leader of  the opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik had
earlier said that a six-day
session was not sufficient to
discuss various issues.

Monsoon
session of
Assembly

from July 20 
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For 35-year-old Ishwar
Rao from Jangaon, what
started as a slight pain

in the right hip joint a year
back briefly after he recove-
red from a Covid-19 infec-
tion, became an debilitating
pain which made him bed-
ridden. 

“I was unable to even
walk without limping and
had stopped going to work,”
said Rao, who has been diag-
nosed with avascular necro-
sis (AVN) of  the hip joint.
Rao is among 40 such pati-
ents under treatment at
Gandhi hospital. Other cor-
porate hospitals too have re-
corded an unprecedented in-
crease in cases, mostly in yo-
ung males. The upsurge is
being seen since the last four
months at the Gandhi hospi-
tal, while few others have re-
corded an increase since 8-10
months.

“We are seeing atleast 10-
15 such cases each month sin-

ce the last four months. AVN
of  the hip joint in these cases
is due to the heavy dosage of
steroids,” said Dr K Bansilal,
associate professor, depart-
ment of  Orthopedic, Gandhi
hospital. 

While majority of  the pa-
tients can be treated with mi-
nor surgical procedures, in
some patients a joint repla-
cement surgery is perfor-
med. 

The increase in these ca-
ses is due to indiscriminate

use of  steroids during Covid
treatment. However, a small
portion of  patients have not
been on steroid treatment
too. “In about 10% of  the ca-
ses, there was no use of  stero-
ids and they had mild symp-
toms only. In these cases,
AVN could be triggered due
to low supply of  oxygen to
the joint due to Covid or it co-
uld also be the disease itself,”
explained Dr Sai Lakshman,
head of  department of  Ort-
hopedic, KIMS hospital.

Hip surgeries see rise
among Covid infected

Amrita.Didyala
@timesgroup.com 40 CASES IN GANDHI ALONE  There’s been rise 

in AVN cases in 
pandemic

 40 patients under  
treatment at  
state-run Gandhi 
hospital 

 Corporate hospitals 
recording 10-15 cases 
each month 

While heavy doses of steroid is known to cause 
AVN, in certain patients being on steroids for 

three days has triggered AVN. The treatment depends 
on stages — Uday Prakash | JOINT REPLACEMENT SURGEON

Raipur: As Covid positivi-
ty rate in Chhattisgarh has
reached its peak in past
four months at 2.23 per
cent, the state chief  secre-
tary has directed health de-
partment to intensify ad-
ministering booster doses
of  the vaccine and go on
alert mode. Chief  secretary
Amitabh Jain has asked of-

ficials to brace up and esca-
late implementation of  Co-
vid protocols and guide-
lines among citizens.

The concerns come a
day after state crossed over
a hundred positive cases on
Wednesday, after four
months gap. State recorded
131 fresh Covid cases with a
total of  585 positive cases in
the state.

According to a state-
ment issued by Chhattis-
garh government on
Thursday, Jain had asked

health officials to switch to
alert mode and intensify
administering booster dos-
es of  vaccine. Besides, he
had also appealed to the
people to follow Covid pre-
ventive protocols.

State has recorded over
11,53,356 Covid cases till
date with 14035 deaths.

According to informa-
tion, the speed of  adminis-
tering booster doses had re-
duced with limited vacci-
nation centres opened. It is
expected that with the ar-
rangements, people would

be encouraged to get boost-
er doses. 

Officials in health de-
partment said that citizens
should resume wearing
masks and using sanitiser
and ensure physical dis-
tancing. They said that
those travelling should
avoid social gatherings for
few days after their return.

Raipur, on Wednesday,
reported highest 29 new Co-
vid patients, while Durg re-
corded 21, followed by Sar-
guja with 16 cases, and Kori-
ya with 11 cases.

Booster drive intensified,
positivity at 4-month high 
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CAUTION YES
PANIC NO

State recorded 131 fresh Covid cases with 585 positive cases 

AChhattisgarh Police
constable was beaten to
death allegedly by his

friends in a village here, po-
lice said on Thursday.

Constable Sanjay Yadav
(29) had come to Pratapgarh
on leave, Additional Superin-
tendent of  Police (West) Rahul
Mishra said.

The incident happened on
Wednesday night near a petrol
pump in Kunda area, he said.

Mishra said Sanjay Ya-
dav's friends Kuldeep Yadav,
Prem Chandra and Pintu took
him to a dhaba, where they
consumed liquor.

They then beat him up
with sticks and he fell into a
drain, the police said.

Sanjay Yadav was taken to
a hospital by the police, but
doctors him declared dead,
they said. On the basis of  a
complaint filed by his family
members, the three accused
were taken into custody, and a
case of  murder has been regis-
tered, the police said. PTI

Chhattisgarh
cop beaten to

death by
friends in UP

The latest whole ge-
nome sequencing
(WGS) study at Neeri

lab has found a higher per-
centage of  emerging Om-
icron subvariants BA.5,
BA.2.12, and BA.2.38 among
87 samples from Vidarbha
districts and Tamil Nadu.
One sample tested positive
for BA.5 from Sawangi in
Wardha and 15 from Tamil
Nadu. One sample also car-
ried BA.4 from Tamil Nadu. 

The presence of  BA.5 has
shot up to 18% — 16 out of  87
samples – from around 2% re-
ported from the previous stu-
dy. Last week, two patients
from Nagpur city had tested
positive for BA.5. Both have
recovered and been dischar-
ged now.

Some studies have
shown rising trend of  BA.4
and BA.5 among symptoma-
tic cases as opposed to
asymptomatic ones earlier.
Distribution of  symptoma-
tic cases is also around 20%
each for these three vari-
ants.

The lab led by scientist
Krishna Khairnar had rece-
ived 331 Sars-CoV-2 positive
samples from June 15 to 21. 

The study received 183
Covid positive samples
from Vidarbha districts
and 148 from Tamil Nadu
IDSP. Out of  total 331 sam-
ples received, only 87 sam-
ples qualified for SARS-
CoV-2 WGS. All samples

showed SARS-CoV-2 Om-
icron variants by SARS-
CoV-2 WGS analysis.
Among the 87 samples, 31
belonged to symptomatic
patients.

The 21st series of  WGS at
Neeri included samples of
both symptomatic and
asymptomatic positive pati-
ents.

The study showed distri-
bution of  Omicron lineage
BA.2 at 22.58% among
symptomatic cases. To-
wards January-end, BA.2
sublineage had accounted
for over 70% in infected po-
pulation but now its impact
is seen receding. BA.2.12 ac-
counted for 25%, BA.2.38 at
22% and BA.5 is 19% among
the currently studied symp-
tomatic cases.

Overall, Omicron BA.2
was found in 28 out of  87 sam-
ples at rate of  32.18%. BA.2.12
was present in 21.83%,
BA.2.38 in 20% and BA.5 in
18.39%.

Share of 3 Omi
subvariants higher
in Vid, TN samples

Sarfaraz.Ahmed
@timesgroup.com Out of 331 samples

received, 87 qualified
for SARS-CoV-2
WGS. All samples
showed SARS-CoV-2
Omicron variants by
SARS-CoV-2 WGS
analysis. Among 87
samples, 31 belonged
to symptomatic
patients

Raipur: An 18-year-old girl
was killed and her uncle was
severely injured after a tanker
collided with a two-wheeler
they were riding on, near Ja-
mul in Durg district late on
Wednesday evening.

According to the police, B
Kavya, along with her uncle
Yash Sai Kiran, was heading
towards Bhilai after attend-
ing a function at Parda village
when the accident took place
near Cherikhedi NH-53 over-
bridge. The girl suffered se-
vere head injuries and died on
the spot. Her uncle also sus-
tained severe injuries and was
rushed to a nearby hospital. 

The tanker driver fled
from the spot. Police have reg-
istered a case and further in-
vestigation is on. TNN

18-yr-old
killed in road

accident
Raipur: Five quality testing
laboratories have been set up
in Chhattisgarh under the
state’s indigenous brand
‘Chhattisgarh Herbals’ to
ensure good quality stan-
dards of  the products. 

These laboratories have
been established at the forest
circle level in Raipur, Ambi-
kapur, Jagdalpur, Kanker,
and Bilaspur. An official re-
lease said that these labora-
tories will be operated by

Chhattisgarh State Minor
Forest Produce (Trading and
Development) Co-operative

Federation Limited.
Lab analysts have been

appointed for testing in
these labs while specialists
have also been appointed at
the headquarters level. Cer-
tificates regarding the quali-
ty of  the products will be is-
sued primarily after testing.
The quality control initia-
tive has been taken to boost
‘Chhattisgarh Herbal’ prod-
ucts across the country and
abroad.

According to the pre-
scribed protocol, testing of

65 minor forest produce, and
59 medicinal, 46 edible, seven
cosmetics, and 22 other prod-
ucts will be done in the labo-
ratory. The testing will in-
clude all the district unions
and Van Dhan Vikas Ken-
dras falling under the re-
spective forest circle. 

Members of  nearly 8,011
self-help groups (SHG) are
engaged in the work of  proc-
essing minor forest produce
across the state. Products
worth 6.38 crores were sold
in the year 2021-22.

Chhattisgarh Herbals: Five quality test
labs set up in state to ensure quality
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