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NEW DELHI : A
day after he resigned
from the post of minister
as well as the primary
membership of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP),
Patel Nagar MLARaaj
Kumar Anand said that
he is not planning to join
any other political party,
adding that he was under
no external pressure to
quit.

Premises allegedly
linked to Anand and his
associates were raided
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in
November. The Central
agency said in a state-
ment that it was investi-
gating allegations of
money laundering,
which originated from a
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) prose-
cution complaint, against
Anand and his associ-
ates.

Anand, whose resig-
nation came as a com-
plete surprise to AAP
leaders, is the first in

Delhi to quit after Chief
Minister and party
National Convener
Arvind Kejriwal was
arrested. After Anand
announced his decision
in a press conference
Wednesday, AAP MP
Sanjay Singh had said
that soon, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) would
welcome Anand into its
fold. The AAP had also
alleged that Anand quit
because he was being
threatened by BJPlead-
ers and ED officials, and
was under pressure
because he was a busi-
nessman.

Speaking to Anand
said, “No one has threat-
ened me. These are just
stories being spread by
AAP… I have no plans
to join any other political
party… I quit because I
was not able to work for
my community even
though I was a minister.
My community (Dalit)
was not being treated
well and there was no

representation in the
leadership apart from
what has been ensured in
the Constitution. I spoke
about this with party
leaders several times.”
While Singh had alleged
that the former party
leader had been sum-
moned to the ED office
for questioning on
Friday, Anand said that
he had not received any
such notice. “These are
lies being spread by the
AAP,” he said. Talking
about the ED raid in
November, Anand said
that it was linked to the
Delhi excise police case,
in connection with which
Kejriwal and former
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia have
been arrested by the
agency. “They had come
to my house in connec-
tion with the excise poli-
cy case. They were look-
ing for a money trail but
once they found out that
there was nothing, they
left,” he said.

No plans of joining BJP, no threats; all lies
being spread by AAP: Raaj Kumar Anand

No bar on political parties to contest municipal polls,
adoption of election symbols reasonable: Delhi High Court

NEW DELHI : A case reg-
istered against him in 2007 in
Noida became the basis on
which the Delhi Vigilance
Department ordered the ter-
mination of services of
Bibhav Kumar, private secre-
tary to Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

An FIR was registered
against Kumar and one other
person by a head constable of
the Uttar Pradesh police in
2007 under section 353 of the
IPC — assault or criminal
force to deter public servant

from discharge of his duty.
Sources said that Kumar

was part of a protest in Noida
when the allegations were
made and an FIR registered.
Kumar, one of the five peo-
ple allowed to visit Kejriwal
in Tihar, where he is lodged

after being arrested in the
Delhi excise policy case, has
known the Delhi CM for
over 15 years. He manages
Kejriwal’s official and per-
sonal engagements and is
also close to his family mem-
bers. On Monday, Kumar
was questioned by the
Enforcement Directorate in
relation to the excise policy
case. Special Secretary
Vigilance YVVJ Rajshekhar,
in an order for termination of
engagement, passed on April
10, 2024, cited the pending

case and said he was not
cleared for service from a
“vigilance angle” at the time
of his appointment. A show-
cause notice, calling his
appointment illegal, was
issued to Kumar by the
Vigilance Department in
November. In response, he
had said that the details of the
case had already been dis-
closed to authorities and
there had been no material
change in the circumstance
of the case since the appoint-
ment. 

A 17-year-old case, assault charges: What brought about
the exit of CM Kejriwal’s personal secretary Bibhav Kumar
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NEW DELHI : Referring to
the termination of Bibhav Kumar,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s private secretary on
Thursday, Delhi Minister Atishi
alleged that a conspiracy is being
hatched to topple the government
and President’s rule will likely be
imposed in the Capital.

“A huge political conspiracy is
being hatched against the elected
government of Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal. Trusted sources
have told us that the BJP-led
Central government is going to
impose President’s rule in Delhi,”
Atishi said in a press conference

on Friday.
“We have seen how, on the

basis of a 20 (17)-year-old case,
the Personal Secretary of CM
Arvind Kejriwal was suspended
from service…All these are the
symptoms of a huge conspiracy to
topple the Delhi government and

impose President’s Rule in
Delhi…This is why Arvind
Kejriwal was thrown behind bars
in a false case without any evi-
dence,” Atishi said. The Minister
of Education, P.W.D, Culture and
Tourism also criticised Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena for writing
to the Minister of Home Af fairs
raising concerns over Ministers’
absence in meetings.

“We have been observing
many clues regarding this over the
last few days. No senior govern-
ment official — IAS officer under
the MHA— is being posted in the
city despite existing vacancies in

several important government
departments. Since the last week,
LG sahab has been repeatedly
writing to the MHAon Delhi…He
says that Ministers don’t come for
meetings…I want to discuss
important matter but they don’t
attend meetings. This is the same
LG who has submitted before
courts that transferred subjects do
not fall under his domain…Then
why is he writing to MHA,”
Atishi said. Atishi further said
bureaucrats have stopped attend-
ing meetings even in relevant
matters citing the Model Code of
Conduct.

Conspiracy being hatched to topple Delhi govt,
President’s rule likely to be imposed, says Atishi

Delhi court sends BRS leader K
Kavitha to CBI custody till April 15

NEW DELHI : A
Delhi court on Friday
sent Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) legisla-
tor K Kavitha, who was
arrested in the Delhi
excise policy case, to
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) cus-
tody till April 15.

While seeking her
custody for five days,
the CBI had submitted
in its remand papers that
Kavitha “forced”
approver Sarath
Chandra Reddy to pay
Rs 14 crore for agricul-
tural land in Telangana
and asked him to pay Rs
25 crore for five liquor
retail zones in Delhi.

Following her arrest
by the central agency on
Thursday, Kavitha was
produced before Special
Judge Kaveri Baweja.
Kavitha is accused of
allegedly paying Rs 100
crore to Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leaders in
return for liquor licences
in the national capital
and was lodged in Tihar
jail following her arrest

on March 15 by the
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate (ED) which
is probing allegations of
money laundering in the
Delhi excise policy
case. While in judicial
custody, she was also
interrogated by the CBI.

Additional Public
Prosecutor Pankaj
Gupta representing the
CBI told the court that
five retail zones were
awarded to a single
party, whereas accord-
ing to the now-scrapped
excise policy, only two
retail zones could be
awarded to a single
party. Gupta also
alleged that Kavitha’s
associates were in Delhi
when the excise policy

was being formulated
and were getting favours
through AAP communi-
cations in-charge Vijay
Nair, who was also
allegedly the middleman
between the ‘South
Group’and the party. 

It was also the CBI’s
case that during her
interrogation in Tihar,
Kavitha had not given
satisfactory replies and
did not divulge true
information to the
agency. Gupta said that
Kavitha was one of the
main conspirators in the
case and therefore need-
ed to be examined by
the agency.

Senior advocate
Vikram Chaudhari rep-
resenting Kavitha ques-
tioned the necessity to
arrest her and said that
despite evidence being
available earlier, the
agency chose not to
arrest her. “They only
wanted to interrogate
her and examine her
without arrest. This evi-
dence is much older,” he
said.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) supporters put up a poster in support of AAP supremo
and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal who is in judicial custody till April 15

in connection with a money-laundering case linked to the alleged Delhi excise
policy scam, at ITO, in New Delhi.

The petitioner Lokesh Kumar had sought direction to the SEC to conduct the election of the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) without the reserved symbols, which he alleged violates

his Fundamental Rights enshrined under Article 14 of the Constitution of India.

"A huge political conspiracy is being hatched against the elected government of Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. Trusted
sources have told us that the BJP-led Central government is going to impose President’s rule in Delhi," Atishi said.

NEW DELHI : The Delhi
High Court has recently
observed that under the
Constitution of India there
is no bar on political par-
ties, which are granted
recognition by the State
Election Commission
(SEC), from contesting
municipal elections. The
HC made the observation
while dismissing a petition
seeking a direction to the
SEC to stop putting the
reserved symbols for politi-
cal parties on the list of the
contesting candidates.

The petitioner Lokesh
Kumar had sought direction
to the SEC to conduct the
election of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) without the
reserved symbols, which he
alleged violates his
Fundamental Rights
enshrined under Article 14
of the Constitution of India.

A division bench of
Acting Chief Justice
Manmohan and Justice
Manmeet Pritam Singh
Arora, in their April 3 order

had said, “In light of the
law laid down by Supreme
Court in Kanhiya Lal Omar
v. RK Trivedi & Ors the
recognition granted by SEC
to the political parties to
contest municipal elections
is within its jurisdiction and
not ultra vires. There is no
bar under Article 243ZAor
243R (of the Constitution)
on political parties from

contesting municipal elec-
tions”. The HC, further,
observed that the “back-
bone” of Indian democracy
is “people themselves”,
who choose their represen-
tative through direct elec-
tions. “At the time when
first General Election of
India was held, a vast
majority of electors consist-
ed people who were illiter-

ate and could not even read
the name of the contesting
candidates; therefore, after
deliberations and after
weighing different options,
a system of use of ‘election
symbols’for the contesting
candidates was put in place
to help the electors to exer-
cise their franchise in
favour of the candidate of
their choice,” it said.


