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Varanasi: The sight of  low-
flying aircraft in certain
parts of  Varanasi in the last
few weeks has left residents
curious about their purpo-
se. These aircraft are enga-
ged in conducting a 3D sur-
vey of  the city, aimed at cre-
ating its urban spatial digi-
tal twin. Additionally,
four-wheelers and pedestri-
an backpackers survey the
narrow streets of  the city
for the same objective.

This survey has already
covered more than 70 squa-
re kilometres of  the area. D
Vasudevan, chief  general
manager of  Varanasi Smart
City, said that the aerial sur-
vey is being carried out at
an altitude of  3,800 feet
using a dual-engine air-
craft, the Partenavia P-68-C,
operating from Lal Baha-
dur Shastri International
Airport. 

Equipped with a state-of-
the-art Leica City Mapper
2S sensor and a camera ca-
pable of  Light Detection
and Ranging (LiDAR) and
photogrammetry acquisi-
tion technology, this air-
craft ensures precise and
high-resolution mapping of
Varanasi. 

Furthermore, LiDAR
surveys have been comple-
ted to cover a 360-degree vi-

ew of  the city's 600 kilomet-
res of  roads, wards, and
ghats, utilising four-whee-
led vehicles and backpack 

Vasudevan stated that
this project aims to produce
a digital 3D urban spatial
twin map encompassing all
the wards of  Varanasi, co-
vering a total area of  160
square kilometres. 

This digital twin will be
integrated into the Kashi
Integrated Command and
Control Centre (KICCC), en-
hancing the operational ef-
ficiency of  various institu-
tions, including Jal Kal,
Varanasi Municipal Corpo-
ration, Varanasi Develop-
ment Authority, and Jal Ni-
gam, facilitating coordina-
ted management of  solid
waste, fire, traffic, water

Akshat Varma, municipal
commissioner and CEO of
Varanasi Smart City, high-
lighted that this project will
provide facilities to the mu-
nicipal corporation and

other departments for pro-
ject implementation, reso-
urce development, and tes-
ting of  tax collection sy-
stems.

Kaushal Raj Sharma, di-
visional commissioner and
chairman of  Varanasi
Smart City, pointed out that
previously only a 2D map co-
vering an area of  84 square
kilometres of  the munici-
pal corporation was avai-
lable, causing inconvenien-
ce. 

Varanasi Smart City
now aims to create a mo-
dern digital twin map cove-
ring a 160 square kilometre
area, enabling all civic
agencies involved in the ci-
ty management and admi-
nistration to work in har-
mony.

distribution, and sewerage
systems. The project to de-
velop the 3D urban spatial
digital twin of  Varanasi is
expected to conclude within
the next nine months. It is
being executed by the Mum-
bai-based agency Genesis
International Corporation. 

Once completed, Var-
anasi will become the first
city in the country to pos-
sess a digital twin of  all its
wards, building upon earli-
er pilot studies conducted
in Jaipur.

The twin map will integ-
rate more than 50 thematic
layers of  maps, detailing va-
rious infrastructure ele-
ments such as drains, water
pipelines, street lights, toi-
lets, drinking water faciliti-
es, and ward boundaries.

Survey for Varanasi’s digital twin city in
full swing; aircraft, 4-wheelers deployed
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Special aircraft being used in a 3-dimensional survey of the entire city for the development of the 3-D
Urban Special Digital Twin of Varanasi under Varanasi Smart City project

“T
his govt is spoiling
all institutions and
ending the faith of

people in them,” Akhilesh
said.

Talking to reporters after
visiting Mukhtar’s ancest-
ral house in Yusufpur Mo-
hammadabad area of  Ghazi-
pur district on Sunday after-
noon, Akhilesh said, “To
bring the truth of  Mukhtar’s
death, I have been deman-
ding a probe under the super-
vision of  a sitting judge of
the SC.” Reacting over two
probes started by state govt
and district administration,
Akhilesh made it very clear
that he had no faith in govt.

Alleging that custodial
deaths are on the rise under
the present regime, which is
discriminating against a
section of  the society, the SP

chief  said that the govt failed
to perform its responsibility
of  providing safety.

“I have mentioned all the-
se facts in my speeches and
even on the floor of  the as-
sembly and the govt didn’t
have any answers to them,”
said Akhilesh.

“In a democracy, the onus
of  ensuring justice is on the
govt,” he said, appealing to
the people to use their power
of  voting to save the demo-
cracy. Mukhtar was lodged

in Banda jail when he suffe-
red a cardiac arrest and died
at a hospital in the same dis-
trict on March 28. 

Following his death,
Mukhtar’s family claimed
that he had been poisoned in-
side the jail.

Says He Has
No Faith In
State Govt

Use your vote to save
democracy: Akhilesh 

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav meets
family members of late
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari at his residence
in Ghazipur on Sunday 

Varanasi: In its national ex-
ecutive meeting held in the
Shivpur area on Sunday, so-
cial organisation Ganga
Samagra decided to launch
a public awareness campa-
ign about the importance of
water sources ("Jal Teerth"). 

The campaign will invol-
ve going door-to-door to edu-
cate the public about the im-
pending water crisis and its
impact on pilgrimages.
Ganga Samagra will also ac-
tively participate in water
conservation efforts.

The meeting addressed
plans and implementation
strategies for the coming ye-
ar. One of  the initiatives wo-
uld involve distributing and
planting "Harishankari," a
set of  three sacred trees (Pe-
epal, Banyan, and Pakad), to
promote environmental
protection. Additionally, the
organisation will celebrate
Nishadraj Jayanti on April
13.

During the meeting, Ra-
mashish, the organising se-
cretary, highlighted the gro-
wing water crisis and dry-
ing rivers as summer appro-
aches. 

He highlighted the need
for collective action, inclu-
ding lifestyle changes, wa-

ter conservation practices,
and rainwater harvesting.
"Only through these efforts
can we save the Ganga and
other water pilgrimage si-
tes," he said.

Social awareness is cru-
cial for success, Ramashish
continued. Ganga Samagra
will embark on a door-to-do-
or campaign to awaken the
entire society about the loo-
ming crisis and potential so-
lutions. 

This initiative coincides
with their annual "Jan Jag-
ran Month," held between
Ganga Saptami and Ganga
Dussehra, which uses vario-
us mediums to raise aware-
ness about the importance
of  water sources for pilgri-
mages. An intensive public
relations campaign will run
until mid-July this year. 

The meeting also discus-

sed preparations for the up-
coming Prayagraj Maha-
kumbh. Ganga Samagra
plans to organise a national
convention during the
event, attracting approxi-
mately 10,000 workers from
across India to participate
in the "Karyakarta Sang-
am". 

Furthermore, an intensi-
ve tree plantation campaign
is planned from July 16 to
August 15, focusing on plan-
ting saplings near water bo-
dies across the country. 

The meeting was presi-
ded over by Ganga Samag-
ra's president, Amarendra
Prasad Singh. General se-
cretary Ashish Gautam, se-
cretary Ramashankar Sin-
ha, and Avadhesh Kumar
Gupta were present at the
event, among others.

Door-to-door campaign in
Varanasi to save water bodies
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Social organisation Ganga
Samagra informed about the
campaign during its national
executive meeting held on
Sunday

Ganga Samagra
plans to organise a
national convention
during the event,
attracting
approximately
10,000 workers from
across India to
participate in the
‘Karyakarta
Sangam’ 

I am a 31-year-old working woman. I am 
struggling with three issues. Firstly, I work 
as a content writer and got the job through 
my hard work. Despite that, I feel that my 
family is not that proud of me. They want 
me to pursue research as my sister has 
done. Secondly, they’re searching for 
arranged marriage prospects for me and 
the process is quite depressing. I get 
rejected several times and feel something 
is wrong with me. Thirdly, my mother, after 
recovering from a severe disease, gets 
anxious often. She says hurtful things and 
I start to palpitate. I cannot tell her 
anything as she will get more anxious. 
Please help me. 

— Anonymous 
You seem to be dealing with multiple 
issues such as unhealthy comparison, 
dealing with rejection and negative 

emotions. Comparison lowers self-esteem 
and increases the chances of  depression. 
You should speak to your family and help 

them understand that as a professional, 
you have your own career choices. Simul-

taneously you need to speak positively 
about yourself, recognise and articulate 

your positive traits and be kind to your 
own self. You can start a positivity journal 
and must adopt a growth mindset. Rejec-
tion can be hard to deal with but conclud-
ing that something is wrong with you is 
an error in thinking and an unhealthy 
way of  dealing with it. Do not take it per-
sonally. Accept and understand your 

emotions, avoid negative self-talk and 
reach out to your support system. Focus 
on your goals. It will be advisable to talk 
to your mother and share your feelings 
if  she is saying something which hurts 
you. You can give her polite feedback. 
Believing that talking to her will make 
her anxious is an incorrect presumption. 

I have been in a relationship for the past 
four years, but never felt happy in it. 
However, I have already invested so much 
time and emotions that I feel stuck. I also 
have chronic health issues due to which I 
am scared to break up. I have a good friend 
who proposed to me for marriage as he 
knows I am not happy in my relationship 
but I took so much time to respond that his 
marriage got fixed and now it is too late. I 
feel very lost in life. Please help.

— Anonymous 
This looks like a difficult situation, but 
you must analyse it with objectivity. One 
can safely conclude that the relationship 

is not working for you.Your health con-
dition has created anxiety which seems 

to hold you back. Perhaps you have a low 
self-esteem which makes you insecure. 
The common reasons why we cannot get 

out of  relationships which haven’t 
worked include — investing too much 
time, fear of  the unknown, fear of  judge-
ment and some perceived benefits of  
staying.You have to understand how the 
relationship makes you feel. Then, build 
a support system for yourself  and strive 
for independence. You must chalk out a 
plan for taking care of  your health. Once 

you do, decisions will become easier. 

I am a 40-year-old male doctor residing 
away from my working wife and two 
school-going kids. Initially, I was okay with 
the situation but now I have started feeling 
depressed, lonely and am suffering from 
insomnia. I miss my family but am unable 
to quit my government job because of 
financial stability. What should I do?

— Anonymous 
Living away from family can be a difficult 
experience and makes us feel lonely and 
stressed. Your work situation and need 

for financial stability has led to this. Al-
ways remember why you moved away. A 

correct appraisal and acceptance of  one’s 
life situation is of  utmost importance. You 
must accept the feelings you are experi-
encing. Denying them makes it worse. 
Call your family, tell them you miss them. 
Social media has made our lives easier 
and we can connect with our family with 
ease. Try and build a support system 

where you are. Keep yourself  busy with 
a range of  hobbies. Make plans if  you 
cannot be with your family over weekends 
or holidays. Spend time with nature, ex-
ercise regularly, learn a new skill, develop 
new interests. You can also spend some 
time volunteering for a cause. Finally 
understand that this is just a phase. 

WANT SOME ADVICE?
Sharing can help your recovery so 
write to us at talkitout@timesgroup.
com with your question, name and 
place. But if you wish to stay anony-
mous, do indicate that in your email.

You can also visit  
bit.ly/TOITalkItOut
or scan this QR  
code to send in your 
concern.

Arranged marriage rejections  
no reason for dejection

To help readers cope with their anxieties in these stressful times, TOI has 
launched Talk it Out, a series in which expert counsellors answer your mental 
health queries. This week’s advice is from psychiatrist Dr Saurabh Mehrotra 
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Aprogramme on the use of
database management

system in agriculture was
organized at Rajiv Gandhi South

Campus of Banaras Hindu
University, Barkachha in
Mirzapur district on Saturday. A
total of 110 participants took
part in this programme, where
the students were made aware
about modern computer
technology in farming. The
students were explained about
the uses of database
management in farming.

Session on database
mgmt in Agriculture 

Chandana Basu, currently
working in Centre for

Genetic Disorders, Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) was
selected among the 16 speakers
across the nation in the women
in biology conference to
present her research. The
conference was held recently at
Telangana Mahila
Vishwavidyalaya, Hyderabad,
as a part of the centenary
celebrations of the university.
Basu, with her expertise in the
field of genomics, presented
her study on fingerprint
patterns to which she had
contributed as a part of a global
team. 

BHU scientist
attends biology meet

Varanasi: A minor girl was held on Saturday for al-
legedly helping her teenage cousin elope with two
juveniles in Azamgarh. Cops have also detained
one of  the two male juveniles in Mau while the se-
arch for the other one is underway. 

According to police, a family member of  the yo-
ung woman filed a complaint on March 15. The FIR
alleged that the two juveniles abducted the woman.
The report further stated that the woman took Rs
30,000 and some ornaments with her. The arrested
young woman's cousin is accused of  aiding the elo-
pement. Station officer Vipin Kumar Singh said
that one of  the juvenile delinquents was held in
Mau. The woman's cousin was also arrested. The
investigation is ongoing.

Woman held for aiding
cousin’s elopement with

juveniles in Azamgarh
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Varanasi: The Banaras
Hindu University (BHU)
has constituted a central
admission committee to en-
sure a smooth and hassle-
free admission process for
the academic session 2024-
25. Chaired by Prof  Bhas-
kar Bhattacharya of  Mahi-
la Mahavidyalaya, the com-
mittee has been tasked with
developing and improving
the admission procedure
and system as well as its ef-
ficient implementation.
The committee will work to
make sure that the admis-
sions are fully transparent,
error-free, and are conduct-
ed on time. The CAC has
been authorized to prepare
the admission bulletins of
the university for UG, PG,
research entrance test and
special courses and develop
other information dissemi-
nation tools like help vid-
eos/ help desks for effective
outreach of  the admission
system and procedures to
the end beneficiaries. 

BHU panel for
hassle-free
admissions 
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Lucknow: A giant hoarding
was put up outside Samajwa-
di Party’s headquarters in
Lucknow on Saturday mor-
ning, appealing to the people
of  the state not to celebrate
Eid this year to mourn the de-
ath of  former MLA Mukhtar
Ansari. 

The appeal was made in
the name of  “Samajwadis”,
but SP distanced itself  from
the move, with party leaders
claiming they were not aware
who placed the hoarding and
when. The administration la-

ter removed the hoarding as it
was in violation of  the model
code of  conduct. The local po-
lice station in-charge, inspec-
tor R K Singh, said it was ta-

ken off  at 9:15 am on the direc-
tions of  the Election Commis-
sion’s flying squad.

Put up by Ram Sudhakar
Yadav, former state secretary
of  SP’s frontal organisation,
Mulayam Singh Youth Briga-
de, the hoarding had a huge
portrait of  Ansari on one side
and photographs of  Akhi-
lesh, party founder Mulayam
Singh Yadav, its Muslim face
Azam Khan and state presi-
dent Naresh Uttam Patel, be-
sides that of  Ram Sudhakar
himself. TNN

Hoarding outside SP office calls for
mourning of Mukhtar’s death on Eid

Hoarding put up outside SP
headquarters in Lucknow

The Bhaichung Bhutia
Football Schools (BBFS) will

conduct trials for its residential
academy programme in
Varanasi on Apr 14. Players born
between Jan 1, 2007 and Dec 31
2014 are eligible to participate
in the trials. After completing
India’s largest trials initiative in
2022-23, BBFS Residential
Academy is launching the
second season in Varanasi.

BBFS to organize
trials in Varanasi
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